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T h e  m o n t h l y  n e w s l e t t e r  o f  t h e  B i r m in g h a m  S c i e n c e  F i c t i o n  G r o u p  
( H o n o r a r y  P r e s i d e n t s :  B r i a n  W A l d i s s  & H a r r y  H a r r i s o n )

G ro u p  C h a irm a n  - T o n y  M o r to n ,  S e c r e t a r y  - C a r o l  M o r to n ,  N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r  - M a r t i n  T u d o r ,  
T r e a s u r e r  - R ic h a r d  S ta n d a g e ,  R e v ie w s  E d i to r  - B e rn ie  E v a n s , P u b l i c i ty  O f f i c e r  - P o s i t io n  V a c a n t .  

O r d in a r y  M em b e r - M ic k  E v a n s , N o v a c o n  22 C h a irm a n  - H e le n a  B o w le s .

THIS MONTH 'S SPEAKER IS
PAM WELLS

Friday 21st August 1992, 7.45pm for 8.00pm 
Admittance: Members 1.25 Visitors 2.25

Pam Wells first heard of science fiction fandom in 1981 and attended her first fannish event 
(the British Science Fiction Association's Christmas Party in London) towards the end of 

that year. She soon discovered a liking for people and events fannish; and, despite her lack 
of a science fictional past, became more involved in fandom. The first convention she 

attended was Channelcon in 1982.

Although she has worked on a number of conventions, such as Mexicon 2, Novacon 19 and 
Conspiracy, her main interest in fandom is the fanzine scene. She has produced seven 

issues of her own genzine, NUTZ, a one-off fanzine entitled STRUMPET, co-edited another 
one-shot called SIX SHOOTER (with Linda Krawecke and Jeanne Gomoll), produced one 

issue of another genzine, SISTERS, and contributed to a number of other fanzines. A 
founder member of THE WOMEN S PERIODICAL apa, she has also been a member of 

FRANK'S APA, SLAPA and GET STUFFED.

As the winner of the Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund (TAFF), Pam travelled to the World SF 
Convention in Chicago last year, and was Fan Guest of Honour at this year's National SF 
Convention in Blackpool. She will be talking about her experiences both at the Eastercon 

(famous in Blackpool for a weekend) and in the US (almost-famous for a few weeks), and if 
people have brought along enough money she will be auctioning a variety of fanzines and

other items for TAFF.

The BSFG meets at 7.45pm on the 3rd Friday of every month (unless other-wise notified) in the 
upstairs function room of the W hite Lion, corner o f  Thorp Street and Horsefair/Bristol Street in 

Birmingham city centre. The annual subscription rates (which include twelve copies of this 
newsletter and reduced price entry to meetings) are nine pounds per person, or twelve pounds for 

2 members at the same address. Cheques etc. payable to "the Birmingham Science Fiction 
Group", via the treasurer Richard Standage at meetings or by post c/o Bernie Evans (address 

below). Book reviews and review copies should be sent to the reviews editor Bernie Evans, 121 
Cape Hill, Smethwick, W arley, West Midlands, B66 4SH (tel: 021 558 0997). All other 

contributions and enquiries regarding the Brum Group News to: Martin Tudor, 845 Alum Rock 
Road, Birmingham, B8 2AG (tel: 021 327 3023).



F O R T H C O M I N G  E V E N T S

1 7-24  AUG 1992: TOLKIEN CENTENARY CONFERENCE, 
Keble C ollege, O xford. GoHs John, C h ris to p h e r  
and P r i s c i l l a  T o lk ien , Pau line  Baynes and 
o th e r s .  A ttend ing  £91.80 p lu s e x tr a  fo r  m eals 
o r b&b, o r  f u l l  room and board. L im ited  to  
300 members. C on tac t: Pat & Trevor Reynolds, 
"Caer Las", 16 G ibsons Green, Heeland, M ilton 
Keynes, MK13 7NH.
21 AUG 1992: PAM WELLS TAFF w inner and th i s  
y e a r 's  E aste rco n  fa n  g u e s t o f honour w il l  be 
sp eak in g  to  th e  BSFG a t  th e  White Lion.
22 AUGUST 1992: MICHAEL MOORCOCK w il l  be 
s ig n in g  co p ies o f th e  new E lr ic  novl REVENGE 
OF THE ROSE fo r Andromeda Bookshop a t  th e  
ATHENS RESTAURANT a t  noon (one door down 
from Snobs n ig h tc lu b , top  of New S tre e t) ,  food 
and d rin k  a v a ila b le . C a ll (021) 643 1999 fo r  
f u r th e r  d e ta i l s  o f  t h i s  and o th e r  s ig n in g  
s e s s io n s .
29 AUGUST 1992: COMIC MART a t  th e  H o te l 
A rcade, Ladywel l  Walk, Birmingham, B5 4 ST. 
Doors open 11am, ad m iss io n  50p. F u r th e r  
d e t a i l s  from Mrs P Lennon, 15 Yew T ree  C lose, 
B a tch ley , R edditch, W orcs., B97 6SO.

5 SEPTEMBER 1992: REMINISCON 40: C e le b ra te s  
L io n e l F an th o rp e 's  4 0 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  a s  a  
p u b lish ed  a u th o r . C hap ter A rts  C en tre , 
C a rd if f , 9 .30 -5 .30 . A tten d in g  flO . With B rian  
A ld iss , Guy N Sm ith, Brian S ta b le fo rd . 
C on tac t: 48 Claude Road, C a rd if f, CF2 3QA.
5 SEPTEMBER 1992: COMIC MART in  th e  L ib ra ry  
E x h ib itio n  H all, P a ra d ise  S tre e t ,  Birmingham 
c i ty  c e n tre , opens midday. Located n ex t to  
C e n tra l L ib ra ry  ; g e t  a t r a in  to  New S t r e e t  
S ta t io n , o r any bus to  th e  town c e n tre , th en  
tak e  a f iv e -m in u te  w alk up New S t re e t .  F u ll 
d e t a i l s  from Golden O rb it, 9 S t ra tf o r d  Way, 
H unting ton , York, Y03 9YW.
18 SEPTEMBER 1992: SIMON GREEN, a u th o r  o f  th e  
am using f a n ta s ie s  BLUE MOON RISING, BLOOD AND 
HONOUR, th e  comic fa n ta s y  'Hawk and F ish e r ' 
s e r i e s  which in c lu d e s  NO HAVEN FOR THE 
GUILTY, DEVIL TAKE THE HINDMOST and THE GOD 
KILLER, a s  w e ll a s  th e  b e s t s e l l in g  
n o v e l is a tio n  o f th e  f ilm  ROBIN HOOD, PRINCE OF 
THIEVES, w il l  be sp e ak in g  to  th e  BSFG a t  th e  
W hite Lion.
18 SEPTEMBER 1992: SHAUN HUTSON, one o f 
B r i ta in 's  b e s t s e l l in g  h o r ro r  w r i te r s  w i l l  be 
s ig n in g  from 5.30pm-7pm a t  Magic L ab y rin th , 
3 4 -3 6  R utland S t r e e t ,  L e ic e s te r . C a ll (0533) 
518178 fo r  f u r th e r  d e t a i l s  o f th is  and o th e r  
s ig n in g  s e ss io n s .
23 SEPTEMBER -  3 NOVEMBER 1992: DRAGONS OF 
THE HIM). "T olkien  and Science F an tasy "  -

The Birmingham C entre  fo r  th e  Book c e le b r a te s  
th e  cen ten a ry  of JRR T o lk ien 's  b i r th  by u s in g  
h is  works a s  a c e n tre p ie c e  to  ex p lo re  th e  
h is to ry  o f Science F an tasy  and how i t  has 
developed in to  one o f  th e  m ost p o p u la r  g e n re s  
read  today. The fa n ta sy  w o rld s o f  B r i t i s h  and 
American w r ite rs  w il l  be u sed  to  i l l u s t r a t e  
th e  range of th e  g en re . The Birmingham 
C en tre  fo r  the Book, C e n tra l L ib ra ry , F lo o r t ,  
Cham berlain Square, Birmingham, B3 3HQ. C a ll 
(021) 235 4511 fo r  f u r th e r  d e t a i l s .
25 SEPTEMBER 1992: KIM STANLEY ROBINSON w ill  
be s ig n in g  a t Andromeda Bookshop, c a l l  (021) 
643 1999 fo r d e ta i l s  o f t h i s  and o th e r  
s ig n in g  se ss io n s .
25 SEPTEMBER 1992: KIM STANLEY ROBINSON w ill  
be speak ing  to the  BSFG in an e x t r a  m eeting  
at th e  White Lion pu b lic  house . Watch th i s  
space fo r  fu r th e r  d e ta i ls .
2 -4  OCTOBER 1992: CONTANIME T Ja p a n e se  
an im ation  convention a t  th e  New Cobden H o te l, 
B irm ingham , A ttend ing  £16, S u p p o rtin g  £5, 
£20 on th e  door. C ontact: D enzil Brown, 20 
F ie ld  Ridge, Shaw, Newbury, Berks.
2 -4  OCTOBER 1992: FANTASYCON XVII, M idland 
H otel, Birmingham. GoH L isa  T u tt le .
A ttend ing  £20. C ontact 15 S ta n le y  Road, 
Morden, Surrey , SM4 5DE.
2 -4  OCTOBER 1992: MIDCON. STAR TREK, H oliday 
Inn, L e ic e s te r . A ttend ing  £35. C on tac t 8 
E nnerdale  Close, Oadby, L e ic e s te r ,  LE2 4TN.
9-11  OCTOBER 1992: FESTIVAL OF FANTASTIC 
FILMS. "A c e le b ra tio n  o f  n in e  decad es of 
am azing movies", th e  C h a rte rh o u se  H otel, 
M anchester, GoHs in c lu d e  P e te r  W alker, David 
M cG illivray, Robert F u est, C a ro lin e  Munro, Tony 
T en ser and Norman J W arren w il l  be ju d g in g  an 
am ateu r s f /h o r ro r  film  co m p e titio n . A tten d in g  
£30, co n tac t The S o c ie ty  o f  F a n ta s t ic  F ilm s, 
95 Meadowgate Road, S a lfo rd , M anchester, M6 
8EN.
9 -1 2  OCTOBER 1992: I FT CON. STAR TREK, 
Holiday Inn, L e ic e s te r . Send s a e  fo r  f u r th e r  
d e t a i l s  to: 129 W estfie ld  Road, W ellingborough, 
N o rth an ts , NN8 3HN.
16 OCTOBER 1992: IAN WATSON w il l  be sp e ak in g  
to  th e  BSFG a t th e  White Lion.
24 OCTOBER: COMIC MART a t  th e  Midland H otel, 
New S tre e t  (NB: change o f  venue), opens 
midday. T rain  to  New S t r e e t  S ta t io n , o r  any 
bus to  th e  c i ty  c e n tre . F u ll  d e t a i l s  from 
Golden O rb it, 9 S t r a t f o r d  Way, H un ting ton , 
York, Y03 9YW.
30 OCT -  1 NOV 1992: WHO'S SEVEN CON.
Combined BLAKE'S 7 /  DR WHO con a t  th e  
T e lfo rd  Moat House H otel, T e lfo rd , S h ro p sh ire . 
W ill inc lu d e  "g u e s ts , d is c u s s io n  p an e ls , gam es, 
b anquet, p a r t ie s ,  d isc o s ,"  e tc .  A tten d in g  £25. 
C ontact: 137 High S t r e e t ,  P la is to w  Broadway, 
London, E13 9HH.



6 - 8  NOVEMBER 1992: NOVACON 22 th e  Brum 
G roup 's own s f  con r e tu r n s  to  th e  Royal Angus 
h o te l  in  th e  c i ty  c e n tre . GoH Storm 
C o n s tan tin e . A tten d in g  m em bership c o s t s  £20 
u n t i l  one month b e fo re  con a f t e r  which only 
on th e  door m em berships a v a i la b le  a t  £25. 
D e ta ils :  Bernie Evans, 121 Cape H ill, Smethwick, 
W arley, West M idlands, B66 4SH.
1 3-15  NOVEMBER 1992: T'KON. STAR TREK, 
A rcade H otel, Birmingham. GoH John C arrig an . 
On th e  door: F riday £5, S a tu rd a y  £6, Sunday £3 
o r  £12 a l l  th re e  days, no c o n ta c t a d d re ss .
20  NOVEMBER 1992: DEBATE a g a in s t  th e  
Birmingham U n i-v e rs ity  SF 4 F an ta sy  S o c ie ty , a t  
W hite Lion.

12 DECEMBER 1992: COMIC MART a t th e  Midland 
H o te l, New S tre e t  (NB: change o f venue), opens 
midday. T rain  to  New S t r e e t  S ta t io n , o r any 
bus to  th e  c i ty  c e n tre . F u ll d e t a i l s  from 
Golden O rb it, 9 S t r a t f o r d  Way, H unting ton , 
York, Y03 9YW.

8 -1 2  APRIL 1993: HELICON '93. 44 th  B r it is h  
n a t io n a l  s f  con, H otel de F rance, S t. H e lie r, 
J e rs e y . G uests of honour George RR M artin  4 
John Brunner. A tten d in g  £20. S u p p o rtin g  / 
Fam ily Membership /  C h ild ren  8 -1 4  a r e  a l l  £10 
each . D eta ils : 63 Drake Road, C hessin g to n , 
S u rre y , KT9 1LQ.

28 -3 1  MAY 1993: MEXICON V, " S tra ig h t"  s f  con, 
venue to  be announced. A ttend ing  £18 u n t i l  
Novacon 22. D e ta ils  from: B ernie Evans, 121 
Cape H ill, Smethwick, W arley, West M idlands, 
B66 4SH ( te l: 558 0997).

The above details are correct to the best o f our 
knowledge, but we would advise readers to confirm 
with the organizers before travelling, Please 
mention the BRUM GR0UP NEWS when contacting any of 
the above.

Thanks for the news th is tine goes for the most 
part to STEVE GREEN and to CRITICAL WAVE. WAVE *26, 
featuring interviews with DAN SIMONS and JOHN 
JARR0LD (both recent guests o f  the Brum Group), is  
now available for £1.95, or a s ix  issue subscription  
c o sts  only £8.50, cheques payable to *C ritica l wave 
P ublications' should be sent to Ma rtin  Tudor, 845 
AIum Rock Road, Birmingham, 88 2A6,

The contents o f th is issue are copyright 1992 
the BSFG, on behalf o f the contributors, to whom a ll  
rig h ts  revert on publication, Personal opinions 
expressed in th is publication do not necessarily  
re f le c t  those o f the Commit te e  or the BSFG,

A ll text by Martin Tudor except where sta ted  
otherwise, This p u b lic a tio n  was p r in te d  on the  
WAVE photocop ier. Many tha n ks t h i s  i s s u e  to  
BERNIE EVANS, ROG PEYTON, DAVE HARDY, STEVE 
GREEN, DAVE HOLMES & TONY BERRY.

The 5 4 th  Jophan Report

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  Brum Group member 
S a lly  Ann M elia who's s h o r t  s to r y , "M ezzatorra", 
i s  to  be p u b lish e d  in  th e  sm a ll p r e s s  maga­
z in e  ORION -  th is  w il l  be her f i r s t  p u b lish ed  
s to ry . In a d d itio n  an a r t i c l e  she w ro te  fo r  
the  B r i t i s h  SF A sso c ia tio n  on Angela C a rte r  
w il l  s h o r t ly  be t r a n s l a t e d  in to  French fo r  
p u b lic a tio n  in THE YELLOW SUBMARINE.

Pat Cadigan was aw arded th is  is  A rth u r C 
C larke Award a t th e  Minehead Space Age 
F e s t iv a l  fo r  her 'c y b e r-p u n k ish ' novel SYNNERS.

Legend e d i to r  John J a r ro ld  has inform ed 
us th a t  s in c e  he spoke to  the  Group he has 
bought "a new novel, MOONBLOOD, by P h ilip  G 
W illiam son, whose f i r s t  ep ic  fan ta sy , DINBIG 
OF KHIMMER, i s  p u b lish e d  by H arperC ollins", 
and a c q u ire d  "two f a n ta s y  novels by CJ 
C herryh, THE GOBLIN MIRROR and FAERY IN  
SHADOW."

He adds th a t  he has a lso  " J u s t  
a c q u ire d  th r e e  n o v e ls  by a new B r i t is h  
f a n ta sy  a u th o r , Maggie Furey. The f i r s t  in  
th e  s e r i e s ,  AURIAN, i s  one of the  b es t ep ic  
f a n ta s ie s  I 'v e  read for many a long day."

MOONBLOOD w ill  be pub lished  in May 
1993, th e  two CJ Cherryh novels in Autumn 
1993 and AURIAN in  S p rin g  1994. T erry  
Brooks, who jo in e d  Legend in  J u ly  w ith  THE ELF 
QUEEN OF SHANNARA, w il l  v i s i t  B r ita in  nex t 
sp rin g .

O rion Books la u n c h e s  i t s  new sc ie n c e  
f ic t io n  and fa n ta s y  im p rin t millennium on 17 
S eptem ber w ith  s im u lta n e o u s  hardback and 
tr a d e  paperback  r e le a s e s  o f  Vernor V inge's A 
FIRE UPON THE DEEP, K r is t in e  Kathryn R usch 's 
THE WHITE MISTS OF POWER and THE FOREVER 
KING by Molly Cochran and Warren Murphy 
(which Murphy i s  c u r r e n t ly  ad ap tin g  in to  a 
sc ree n p la y ).

In November, millennium beg ins r e is s u in g  
M ichael M oorcock's n o v e ls  in hardback and 
tr a d e  p aperback  ; each  omnibus e d itio n  con­
t a in s  a re v is e d  t e x t  and a new in tro d u c tio n . 
The f i r s t  fo u r  volum es a re  VON BEK, THE 
ETERNAL CHAMPION, HAWKMOON and CORUM.



THE UNCONVENTIONAL CON COMMITTEE INVITES YOU TO JOIN CONDOM

At last! The con that is all things to all fans!

We all know that many fans see cons as a good excuse for going out and finding the best 
restaurant in the vicinity, and for eating and drinking generally. So here’s the con just for 
those fans:

THE FIRST GASTROCON!

But this con doesn’t have just one name — you choose your own preference, from:

Condemented -  for those who are mad about food, but must have their S&R 
Chilli Con Carne — for those who like hot stuff.
Contour -  this is held in a travelling restaurant car, leased from BR (but not the food).
Converge — have a picnic on the grass 
Condominium -  for the self-caterers amongst us.
Cognac -  never mind the food, where’s the decanter?
Conception -  well, not everyone wants to eat, or even drink; but you may prefer 
Contraception

Then, of course, for those who over indulge there are (depending upon your personal metabolism):

InContinent 
Constipation 
followed by 
Constrain 
Convenience 
and
Connoisseur — ’nuff said.

REGISTER NOW!! Cheques (any size) 
in a plain sealed envelope... Contributions welcome

(Who said this is all a big con?)

Thought up (in a drunken haze) in the best Chinese restaurant in Blackpool (and possibly 
anywhere else) by Chris and Pauline Morgan, Rog and Arline Peyton, and Dave Hardy (but not 
necessarily in that order), Easter 1992. Polished and printed by DAH, May 1992.



Book 
Reviews

JACK THE. BODILESS by J u l ia n  May 
H arperC olllns, 421 pp, £14 .9 9 , h /b

Reviewed by S teve Jo n e s .

The p o s it io n  o f  th i s  book in Ju lia n  May's work 
Is d i f f i c u l t  to  d e s c r ib e  i f  you have n o t been 
read in g  th e n  a l l  a lo n g . F or th o se  b e g in n e rs , 
th is  is  th e  f i r s t  book in th e  GALACTIC MILIEU 
t r i lo g y . I t  is  a s e q u e l  to  th e  s ta n d  a lo n e  
INTERVENTION, and a p re q u e l to  th e  SAGA OF 
THE EXILES (which m o stly  ta k e s  p lace  s ix  
m illion  y e a rs  in th e  p a s t ) .  Time t r a v e l  lead s  
to th is  s o r t  o f  co n fu sio n .

In th e  mid 2 1 s t  c e n tu ry  hum anity is  
a p p a re n tly  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f a  Golden Age, 
w ith  th e  c o lo n is a tio n  o f  dozens o f p la n e ts  
and a r i s in g  number o f  peop le  w ith  m eta­
psychic a b i l i t i e s .  The f ly - ln - th e -o in tm e n t  is  
the b en ev o len t d esp o tism  o f  th e  E x o tic s  o f  
the G a la c tic  M ilieu . Many humans b e lie v e  
hum anity sh o u ld  be f r e e  to  develop  in i t s  own 
way o u ts id e  th e  M ilieu .

The R em iilards a r e  a t  the  c e n tre  o f a l l  
th is  a s  many o f  h u m an ity 's  b e s t  m etap sy ch ics 
come from  th i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  fam ily . V ic to r  
R em illard was th e  v i l l a i n  o f  th e  l a s t  book, 
bu t fo llo w in g  h is  dem ise th e re  is  a m urder 
m ystery  p lo t  ab o u t th e  "Hydra", which is  
k i l l in g  o f f  m etap sy ch ics in a p a r t i c u la r ly  
gruesom e fa sh io n . Behind th e  Hydra is  th e  
even more m y ste rio u s  “F ury", whose Id e n t i ty  is  
no t re v e a le d  in th i s  book (b u t my money is  on 
F e lice  o r  M atth ieu ). The b i r th  o f th e  t i t l e  
c h a ra c te r  is  j u s t  a s u b p lo t  in a l l  th e  h ig h -  
powered p o l i t i c a l  w ra n g lin g , In which th e  
seed s o f  th e  M etapsych ic R ebellion  a re  bo rn . 
JACK THE BODILESS i s  f a r  m ore abou t th e  e a r ly  
l i f e  o f  Marc R em illard , who is  going to  grow  
up to  d isp la c e  A dolf H it le r  a s  "Most E v il 
Person in Human H isto ry " .

T here a re  some f a c e t s  o f th is  f u tu r e  
world th a t  I r r i t a t e  me no end. Mankind b eing  
guided tow ard s s a lv a t io n  by p a t e r n a l i s t i c  
a l ie n s  i s  p a r t  of. it , and Northern E uropeans 
having th e  g r e a t e s t  me ta p sy c h i c a b i l i t i e s  
seems r a c i s t .  Now I don ’t  e x p ec t any. f u tu r e  
to be a  p e r f e c t  U top ia , b u t  none o f  th e  
c h a ra c te r s  a p p e a r  to  n o t i c e  an y th ing  wrong, 
probably  b ecause  th e  M ilieu  fav o u rs  them.

The " S ilm a rillio n  Syndrom e  i s  a t  work 
h e re . The M ilieu  form ed a  r i c h . .  background 
fo r  th e  SAGA OF THE EXILES, and helped  g iv e  
i t  d ep th  and re a lism . A fte r  t h a t  th e  MILIEU 
t r i lo g y  can  h a rd ly  h e lp  b u t be a  d isa p p o in t­
m ent. The Fury su b p lo t a p p e a rs  to  hav e  been 
added to  c o u n te r  the  f a c t  t h a t  th e  t r i lo g y  
was sum m arised  in the  Saga, and th e  Remil l a r d  
fam ily  a r e  such  a smug bunch o f  b a s ta rd s  i t  
i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  f e e l  sym pathy f o r  any o f  them.

I w ould lik e  to  read  th e  o th e r  books in 
th e  s e r i e s ,  b u t p e rso n a lly  I w i l l  be ro o t in g  
fo r  th e  M etapsychic R e b e llio n . P o ss ib ly  
Ju l ia n  May is  c le v e r ly  s e t t i n g  i t  a l l  up to  
make th e  R ebe llio n  the  Hero.

THE SAPPHIRE ROSE by David E ddlngs 
G ra fto n , 525 pp, £8.99, "CM fo rm at

Reviewed by S tev e  Jo n e s .

In th e  th i r d  and f in a l  book o f  THE ELENIUM 
t r i lo g y ,  th e  Pandion K night Sparhawk and h is  
com panions f in d  the u l t im a te  magic item , 
Bhelllom  th e  Sapphire Rose, and r e tu rn  to  
E le n la  to  cu re  Queen Ehlana o f d a re s tlm  
p o iso n in g . The v i l la in  Annias Is try in g  to  be 
e le c te d  A rc h p re la te , b u t th e  h e ro e s ' a t te m p ts  
to  s to p  him a re  f r u s t r a te d  by a s e ig e . Unlike 
T o lk ie n , in Eddings th e  good guys leave  th e  
o u te r  c i t y  and i t s  In h a b ita n ts  to  th e  m ercy 
o f  th e  enemy !

With th e se  minor problem s o u t o f  th e  
way, I t  is  o f f  to  the  land o f  Zeraoch to  
co n fro n t th e  e v i l  God Azash w ith  th e  power o f 
B helliom . The p re c ise  n a tu re  o f  Bhelliom , and 
why a s im p le  T ro ll-m ade jew el s c a re s  even th e  
Gods so  much, come as som ething o f  a  s u r p r is e .

As w ith  the r e s t  o f E dd ings ' work, a 
sim ple summary sounds in c re d ib ly  c lic h e d , bu t 
i t  is  a good read , The enemy a r e  so  g lo r io u s ly  
Incom petent th a t  no-one can be in any doubt 
th a t  th e  Pandlon K nights w il l  succeed  in th e i r  
q u e s t ,  b u t th e  in te rp la y  betw een th e  c h a ra c te r s  
makes i t  fun  anyway. Maybe Eddings shou ld  
s t ic k  to  t r i l o g i e s ,  a s  the pace  o f th e  f iv e -  
volume MALLOREAN was g r in d in g ly  slow . T his 
s e r i e s ,  how ever, is  h ig h ly  recommended.

SHADE by Emily Devenport
The Women's P re ss , 246pp, £5 .99 , p /b
BLOOD MOON by Melanie Tem
The Women's P re ss , 170 pp, £5 .95 , p /b
CORRESPONDENCE by Sue Thomas
The Women's P re ss  153 pp, £5 .99 , p /b

Reviewed by P a u lin e  Morgan.

T h is  is  a b a tch  o f th re e  n o v e ls  p u b lish e d  
re c e n t ly  by The Women's P re s s -  Each show s a  
v a s t ly  d i f f e r e n t  face o f c u r re n t  SF and none 
o f  them cou ld  r e a lly  be la b e lle d  fe m in is t .



They a r e  a l l  books w r i t te n  by women, ab o u t 
women, and th a t  is  r e a l ly  a l l  they  have in 
common. The f i r s t  o f  th e  t r i o  is  SHADE by 
Emily D evenport. T h is is  c lo s e s t  to  th e  
t r a d i t io n a l  form o f  th e  g e n re . Shade is  an 
ad o le sc e n t g i r l  who has been s tra n d e d  on th e  
p la n e t Z 'ta ru h . She has a psych ic  ta le n t  th a t  
is  le s s  th an  te le p a th ic  b u t more th an  
em pathic. I t  comes very u s e fu l  fo r  w inning 
w agers and keeping  o u t o f tro u b le . Z 'ta ru h  is  
a c ro s s ro a d s  and a backw ate r. A l l  th e  
Im portan t r a c e s  a re  r e p re se n te d  h e re  and p lay  
some p a r t  in S hade 's s to r y  b u t u n le s s  you 
have money you a re  trap p ed . Most peop le  a r e  
trap p ed . Emily Devenport h as sk e tch ed  o u t 
q u ite  a b e lie v a b le  so c ia l  s t r u c tu r e ,  many o f  
h e r  c h a ra c te r s  a re  d e l ig h t fu l ly  drawn, y e t  I 
was l e f t  w ith  a f e e lin g  th a t  I had been th e re  
b e fo re . I t  i s  n o t s u f f i c ie n t  to  have a good 
background u n le s s  th e re  is  a s tro n g  p lo t  to  
ca rry  i t .

The second is  M elanie Tern's BLOOD MOON. 
T his is  a rem arkably pow erfu l p iece  o f 
w r itin g  which ho v ers on th e  f r in g e s  o f  s f  and 
g e n e ra l f i c t io n .  I t  Is s e t  in the  p r e s e n t  day 
and Invo lves the  develop ing  r e la t io n s h ip  
betw een Breanne Novak and h e r  newly ad o p ted  
son, G reg. Greg is  e lev en  and h a s  been 
passed  from  fo ste r-h o m e to  fo s te r-h o m e . He 
is  an an g ry  ch ild  b u t Breanne se e s  som eth ing  
o f h e r s e l f  in him which is  why sh e  is  
p rep ared  to  take him on. Like D avenport's  
Shade, Greg h as a psychic t a le n t .  His however 
is  n o t p a s s iv e , i t  is  p o te n t ia l ly  d e s t ru c t iv e .  
He has th e  power to  make th in g s  happen -  
ty re s  to  d e f la te ,  toys to  b reak , h a n d le s  to  
f a l l  o f f  b u ck e ts , crockery  to  f a l l .  The p lo t  
rev o lv es  round B reanne's s t r u g g le  to  reach  
Greg a s  a perso n , and G reg 's coming to  ac c e p t 
th a t  some peop le  c a re  ab o u t him and th a t  n o t 
a l l  a d u l t s  l ie . Both m atu re  a s  th ey  come to  
u n d e rs tan d  them se lves and each o th e r .

Sue Thomas's book CORRESPONDENCE can 
only be d e sc rib e d  a s  ava n t gua rd s  SF, The 
c e n tr a l  s to r y  is  abou t S h ir le y  and Rosa and 
how th e i r  l iv e s  d r i f t  slow ly  a p a r t .  On i t s  
own, th i s  h as  the hallm arks o f an ex trem e ly  
th in , u n in te r e s t in g  sh o r t  s to ry .  However th i s  
is  w rapped around w ith  th e  SF theme o f  
com puter g e n e ra te d  dream s. Through modern, 
p lu g - in  techno logy , the  r e a d e r  is  in v ite d  to  
liv e  R osa 's l i f e .  T w isted in w ith  th i s  is  th e  
m etam orphosis o f the  c r e a to r  o f  th i s  
p a r t ic u la r  dream . T his is  Sue Thomas's f i r s t  
novel and was s h o r t l i s t e d  fo r  th e  Heinemann 
F ic tio n  Award. For a d eb u t th e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  
th is  book h a s  a c e r ta in  amount o f  d a r in g  b u t 
i t  i s  n o t  r e a l ly  s tro n g  enough fo r  h e r  to  
become n o tic e d  fo r  i t  in  th e  SF w orld . 
Perhaps th e  n e x t one w ill be.

There  is  a tendency  fo r  some, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  m ale r e a d e r s ,  to  d ism is s  The 
Women's P re ss  a s  h av ing  n o th in g  to  o f fe r  
them. If n o th in g  e ls e ,  t r y  th e  M elanie Tem. 
I t  m ight make you change y our mind.

SHADOWS LINGER by Glen Cook 
ROC, 319 pp, £4 .99 , p /b

Reviewed by P a u lin e  Morgan.

T his is  th e  second  c h ro n ic le  o f th e  
Black Company, th e  f i r s t  be ing  r e l a t e d  in the  
book o f th a t  t i t l e .  D esp ite  a  m assiv e  d e fe a t  
th e  Rebel h as n o t  been c ru sh e d . In a  way, 
th is  shadowy enemy r e p re s e n t s  th e  non­
co n fo rm is t p a r t  o f  a l l  s o c i e t i e s  -  i t  is  
alw ays th e re  and f in d s  ways to  e x p re s s  i t s e l f .  
Here i t  is  a s  d e f ia n c e  a g a in s t  th e  Lady, th e  
s o rc e re s s  who em ploys th e  B lack Company. In 
th is  volume, th e  Company is  s e n t  to  th e  fa r  
s id e  o f th e  L ady's em pire to  I n v e s t ig a te  a 
b lack  c a s t le  t h a t  h a s  grown o u ts id e  th e  
rem ote town of Ju n ip e r . The D om inator, the  
L ady's form er husband , p la n s  to  u se  i t  a s  a 
way back in to  t h i s  w orld  from th e  g ra v e  where 
he is  trap p ed . A lso in J u n ip e r  is  Raven, a 
d e s e r te r  from th e  Black company, and D arling , 
th e  d ea f-m u te  g i r l  who is  th e  r e in c a rn a t io n  
o f  th e  White Rose and who w il l  become the 
fo cu s o f Rebel a c t i v i t y  once h e r  n a tu r e  is  
d ec la red . T h is volume does n o t  have q u ite  
th e  same se d u c tiv e n e s s  a s  th e  f i r s t ,  perhaps 
because  i t  i s  r e l a t e d  in a more co n v en tio n a l 
way. There a re  two n a r r a t iv e  s t r a n d s ,  one 
fo llow ing  a d e sp ic a b le  l i t t l e  man called 
Marron Shed. He happens to  be th e  owner of 
the inn where Raven is  s ta y in g . The o th e r  Is 
the more fa m ilia r  one from THE BLACK COMPANY, 
the h is to ry  acco rd in g  to  C roaker, the 
Company's f ie ld  su rg eo n  and A n a l is t ,  Although 
th i s  approach is  j u s t i f i e d  -  C roaker has 
w r i t te n  i t  down a s  Shed to ld  i t  to  him -  i t  
tu rn s  i n te r e s t in g  in to  o rd in a ry , p a r t ly  
because  we se e  th e  e v e n ts  from the  p o s itio n  
o f h in d s ig h t and so  they  lo se  t h e i r  r in g  of 
a u th e n t ic i ty .  Some o f  th e  id e a s , how ever, a re  
in te r e s t in g  and once more u n d e r s ta te d  leaving 
p le n ty  fo r  th e  im ag in a tio n  to  work on fo r , as 
r e a l  l i f e ,  th o se  in power do n o t  spend  time 
d eb a tin g  th e i r  p h ilo so p h ie s  w ith  C roaker.

A TIME OF EXILE by K ath arin e  K err 
G rafto n , 4-76 pp, £4 .99 , p /b

Reviewed by C aro l Morton.

The t a le  opens w ith  Lord Rhodry on th e  th rone  
o f  Aberwyn. W hilst h i s  fam ily  and f r ie n d s  
age and d ie  he s t a y s  looking young due to  h is  
h a lf  e lven  b lood. J i l l ,  h i s  fo rm er lover, 
r e tu rn s  and t e l l s  him i t  is  tim e to  leave



Aberwyn and  go In to  th e  W est la n d s , where th e  
t r u e  e lv e n  l iv e , and a r e  con ing  u n d er 
p r e s s u re  from th e  humans who co v e t t h e i r  
lands. Rhodry fak es  h is  own d e a th  and g o e s  
w ith  J i l l  to  th e  W estlands. H ere he m eets up 
w ith  Aderyn, a human s o r c e r e r  who h as l iv e s  
w ith  th e  e lv e s  fo r  200 y e a r s .

The n a r r a t iv e  now le a v e s  Rhodry, and 
t e l l s  o f  Aderyn and how he came to  be 
accep ted  by th e  e lv e s . He w as a  s tu d e n t  o f  
th e  s o r c e r e r  Hevyn when, d u r in g  th e  f in a l  r i t e  
o f  h is  t r a in in g ,  h is  Wyrd (o r  g e a s )  t e l l s  him 
to  t r a v e l  to  th e  West lan d s  and to  make 
r e s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t fo r  what i s  n o t  re v e a le d . He 
jo in s  up w ith  th e  elven Wise  One , Nananna , and 
h e r a p p re n tic e , D a llash an d ra . He le a rn s  th e  
e lven  ways o f  magic from Nananna b e fo re  sh e  
d ie s . He f a l l s  in love w ith , and e v e n tu a lly  
m a rrie s , D a llash an d ra , who d is c o v e rs  a r a c e  
c a lle d  th e  G uard ians. T hese  a r e  so u ls  who 
fo r  one re a so n  o r  an o th e r  have nev er been 
born. They a re  g ra d u a lly  fa d in g  away and 
need to  be born b e fo re  th e  r a c e  d ie s  o u t .  
D a lla sh an d ra  v i s i t s  the  G u ard ian s b u t, a s  w ith  
F a e r ie , tim e p a s se s  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  r a t e  and 
w hat seem s a  few days Is, in  f a c t ,  100 y e a r s  
in th e  W estlands. Aderyn and th e  e lv e s  a r e  
th re a te n e d  when c iv i l  war b re a k s  o u t  in human 
lands. The e lv e s  only become involved when 
th e i r  s a c re d  b u r ia l  g rounds a r e  th re a te n e d .

T h is  is  a long and complex s to r y ,  b u t 
n o n e t h e l e s s  ab so rb in g  and w e ll w r i t te n . I t  
is  K e rr 's  f i f t h  fo ra y  In to  th e  lands o f  D everry , 
and th e  second s e r ie s  sh e  h a s  w r i t te n ,  b u t I t  
s ta n d s  up w ell on i t s  own w ith o u t your h av in g  
to  read  th e  p rev io u s  n o v e ls .

THE WITCHING HOUR by Anne Rice 
Penguin, 1207 pp, £5.99, p /b

Reviewed by P au lin e  M organ.

Page fo r  page th i s  book m ust be co n s id e re d  
v a lu e  fo r  money -  If  you have th e  s t r e n g th  to  
l i f t  i t .  T here is  no do u b t t h a t  Anne R ice Is 
a f in e , im ag in a tiv e  w r i te r  b u t th i s  book Is 
too unw ieldy  fo r  i t s  own good. I t  sh o u ld  
have been d iv id ed  in to  a t  l e a s t  two volum es 
and th e  c o n te n t reduced  by f i f t y  p e r c e n t .  
The s to r y  invo lves a fam ily  known to  
T alam asca a s  th e  M ayfair w itc h e s . T alam asca 
is  an o rg a n is a t io n  th a t  some may remember 
from R ic e 's  vam pire t r i lo g y .  I t  h a s  e x is te d  
fo r  c e n tu r ie s  and members c o l l e c t  in fo rm a tio n  
abo u t p s y c h ic a lly  ta le n te d  p e o p le  and su p e r ­
n a tu r a l  phenom ena. The fa m ily  have been  
w atched s in c e  1664 when th e  f i r s t  M ayfair 
w itch  w as burned a t  th e  s t a k e  in  S co tlan d . 
In th e  p r e s e n t  day, the  l a s t e s t  o f  th e  w itc h e s  
is  Rowan. She is  a b r i l l i a n t  n eu ro su rg eo n  b u t 
h as been b ro u g h t up w ith  no knowledge a t  a l l

o f  her fam ily . A ll sh e  h a s  been to ld  is  th a t  
sh e  was born in New O rlean s and th a t  sh e  was 
adopted  a t  b i r th  by E ll ie  M ayfair ( a l l  fam ily  
members keep th e  name r e g a r d le s s  o f  whom 
they  m arry). She h as  a ls o  p rom ised  t h a t  she  
w il l  never t r y  to  f in d  o u t  a b o u t h e r  
background or to  r e tu rn  to  New O rlean s . The 
o th e r  p r in c ip a l c h a ra c te r  is  M ichael C urry . 
He grew up in New O rlean s b u t moved to  
C a lifo rn ia  a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r 's  d e a th . He m eets 
Rowan when she d ra g s  h is  drowned body from 
th e  se a  and b r e a th e s  l i f e  back in to  i t .  His 
d e a th  and re v iv a l  have l e f t  him w ith  the  
power to  read  Im ages from  o b je c ts  by to uch ing  
them. He is  f r ig h te n e d  and co n fu sed  by th i s ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  a s  h e  rem em bers m ee tin g  some 
people w hile he was dead and a g re e in g  to 
r e tu rn  to  l i f e  in o rd e r  to  c a r ry  o u t some 
ta sk , b u t he h a s  fo rg o t te n  w hat t h i s  is . 
Because o f  h is  pow er, Aaron L ig h tn e r , the 
Talam asca member who knows m ost ab o u t th e  
M ayfair w itch es , t r i e s  to  c o n ta c t  C urry w ith  a 
view to  h elp ing  him u n d e rs ta n d  and c o n tro l  
h is  power. Then Rowan's m other d ie s  and both 
Curry and Rowan f in d  th em se lv e s back in New 
O rleans w ith  a demon to  fa c e .

This has so  f a r  tak en  o v er th re e  hundred 
pages, a com plete nov e l fo r  m ost p eo p le  bu t 
h e re  i t  is  a lm o st on ly  scen e  s e t t i n g .  The 
l i f e  h i s to r ie s  o f  C urry and Rowan a re  gone 
in to  In m inute d e t a i l .  Then th e r e  is  a long 
break of an o th e r  th r e e  hundred  o r  so  pages 
w hile Curry r e a d s  th e  f u l l  acco u n t o f  the  
M ayfair w itch es from  1664 to  th e  p re s e n t  day. 
Although th is  Is a l l  f a s c in a t in g  re a d in g , and 
h e lp s  s o r t  ou t th e  c o m p le x itie s  o f  th e  liv in g  
members o f th e  v a s t  M ayfair fam ily , i t  s to p s  
the  p lo t de ad In I t s  t r a c k s .  W hile some o f 
th e  in form ation  Is n e c e s sa ry  m ost sh o u ld  have 
been used to p roduce a  s e r i e s  o f sm a lle r , 
h i s to r ic a l ly  based  n o v e ls  p erhaps., cu lm in a tin g  
in Rowan's s to ry . I d o n 't  r e g r e t  hav ing   read  
the  book bu t many p eo p le  w il l  be d au n ted  by 
i t s  sh e e r  s iz e  and be f r u s t r a t e d  by the  
c o n s tru c tio n .

A TIME OF OMENS by K a th a rin e  K err 
H arperC olllns, 355 pp, £8 .99 , "C" fo rm at 
(a lso  a v a ila b le  in h /b  a t  £14 .99)

Reviewed by C aro l M orton.

At the  end of volum e one, A TIME OF EXILE, 
J i l l  Is de term ined  to  u n c o v e r  th e  m yste ry  o f 
Rhodry's ta lism an  r in g  and t h e  lo s t  so u th e rn  
e lv e s  th a t  made i t .  - In  t h i s  volume sh e  v i s i t s  
th e  tem ple and - l ib ra ry  a t .  Wmm.- to  d isc o v e r  
w hat, i f  any, h i s to r y   h a s   been . w r i t te n  o f 
th o se  e lv e s . W h ils t s e a rc h in g , sh e  d is c o v e rs  a 
h is to ry  w r it te n  some 250 y e a r s  p re v io u s ly , 
d e ta i l in g  the  a d v e n tu re s  o f  th e  la te  m as te r



Nevyn In th e  w ars t h a t  saw th e  r e s to r a t io n  o f 
the  t r u e  k ing  Maryn to  th e  th ro n e  o f Cerrm or. 
J i l l  a ls o  f in d s  ev id en ce  th a t  th e  e lv e s  s a i le d  
so u th  from th e  Bardek is la n d s . She jo u rn ey s  
th e re , w here sh e  m ee ts  up again  w ith  
Salam ander, who is  look ing  fo r  the  reb o rn  so u l 
o f  h is  lo s t  love. They bo th  f a l l  in w ith  a 
tro u p e  o f  a c ro b a ts  and t r a v e l  th e  is la n d s , 
w ith  J i l l  looking fo r  more ev idence o f  th e  
e lv e s ' em barkation  p o in t .

C iv il war once ag a in  b reak s  o u t  in th e  
human lan d s and Rhodry becomes involved a s  a 
S ilv e r  D agger, a  m e rc e n a ry  s o ld ie r .  The war 
th r e a te n s  to  sp read  in to  th e  e lv en  W estlands 
when a P rin ce  o f th e  e lv e s  s e c r e t ly  m a rrie s  a 
human woman. Rhodry has to  save h e r , and h er 
unborn c h ild , from th e  w arrin g  humans who a re  
th re a te n in g  to ho ld  them fo r ransom . T his 
c h ild  is  going to  be th e  f i r s t  o f the G uard ians 
to be born , th a t  ra c e  o f  unborn s o u ls  d i s ­
covered  in A TIME OF EXILE. One o f  th e  
G uard ians c o n s id e rs  h e r s e l f  "mother" to  th i s  
so u l, and a t te m p ts  to  p re v e n t the b i r th  by 
t ry in g  to k i l l  both Rhodry and the woman, C arra .

T his is very  much a fragm ented  book, 
w ith  s e v e ra l  s t r a n d s  o f  s to ry l in e  th a t  only 
come to g e th e r  a few p ages from the end, which 
has been very  co n fu sin g . I have never been a 
fan o f  th e  f la sh b ack  and su b p lo t method o f 
n a r ra tio n , b u t K err does th i s  in a workman­
like fa sh io n  and h as produced a f in e  s to ry .

CAVES OF FURY by S tephen  Thraves 
Hodder and S tough ton , £4 .99 , p /b

Reviewed by W illiam McCabe.

T his be ing , acco rd in g  to  th e  back cover, a 
"game k it"  means th a t  th e  pages (ab o u t 200) 
a r e n 't  numbered, and you g e t  a few o th e r  b i t s  
thrown in to  the  p ack e t, two each o f d ice , 
p la s t i c  co v ers , c a rd s  and c o u n te rs

How th is  works is  sim p le  (I'd  n ev er done 
th is  s o r t  o f th in g  b e fo re , e i th e r )  -  you read  
a p assa g e  and a t  th e  end o f i t  you g e t  a 
d ire c tio n  to  a n o th e r , o r  a  cho ice o f s e v e ra l  
o th e r s .  A ll the  p a s sa g e s  a re  numbered in 
sequence, b u t you d o n 't  u su a lly  Ju s t  go on to  
th e  n e x t one. T here  is  a p lo t  o f s o r t s ,  b u t 
i t  seem s te r r ib ly  b land . You s t a r t  a t  lo c a tio n  
one, c o l le c t  th in g s  fo r  a w hile i f  y o u 're  
lucky, then  go th ro u g h  a cycle  o f f ig h tin g  
m o n ste rs  ( ro llin g  d ic e ) , and, if  you win, 
co u n tin g  up " tr e a s u re s " ,  o r  i f  you lo se , lo sin g  
s t r e n g th  p o in ts .  T here  is  no In te l l ig e n c e  
involved, very  l i t t l e  s k i l l  ( i t  h e lp s  i f  you 
can r o l l  a d ie  s t r a ig h t ) ,  and very  l i t t l e  in 
th e  way o f  v a r ia t io n .

I know th is  th in g  is  supposed to  be fo r  
c h ild re n , b u t even so  I would have th o u g h t 
they  could  have g o t  som eth ing  more o u t o f  th e

r ig id  fo rm at. A se n se  o f humour m ight have 
helped  ; a few more o b je c t iv e s  m ight have 
been b e t t e r  -  i f  you g e t  to  th e  f in is h  th e  
only r e g i s t e r  o f  su c c e ss  is  one o f  th e  
c o u n te rs  ; m u ltip le  e x i t s  w ould have been 
w onderfu l.

On th e  w hole, n o t w orth  th e  b o th e r .

THE DRAGON AND THE GEORGE by Gordon R Dickson 
G rafto n , 279 pp, £4 .50 , p /b

Reviewed- by C aro l M orton.

Jim E ck ert i s  a M edieval H is to ry  e x p e r t .  He 
and h is  g i r l f r i e n d  Angie a re  p lan n in g  to  m arry 
so, in o rd e r  to  supplem ent t h e i r  f in a n c e s , 
Angie has an e x t r a  job a s  a p a r t - t im e  lab 
a s s i s t a n t  h e lp in g  to  re se a rc h  a s t r a l  p ro je c tio n . 
During an ex p erim en t Angie v a n is h e s , and th e  
only c lu e  Jim is  g iven  is  t h a t  sh e  was th in k in g  
o f d ragons b e fo re  she  v an ished . He m ust fo llow  
h e r, b u t th e re  i s n ' t  enough pow er to  t r a n s p o r t  
h is  body. When he is  t r a n s p o r te d  he f in d s  
h im se lf  n o t only in the  body o f  the  young 
dragon G o rb ash , b u t a ls o  back In the  m iddle 
ages. Angle h as been k idnapped by a n o th e r  
dragon and taken  to  L oath ly  Tower, where th e  
"Dark Ones" have been immured fo r  c e n tu r ie s .  
They a re  now s t i r r i n g ,  and w ill, u se  Angie to  
break o u t. Jim /G orbash m u st f r e e  h e r , s to p  
the Dark Ones and r e tu rn  to  th e  d ra g o n s ' cave 
before Jim 's body back a t  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  
d e te r io r a te s .  Jim has n o t on ly  to  com plete  
h is  q u e s t ,  b u t a ls o  to  le a rn  how to  c o n tro l  
the d rag o n 's  body and i t s  v a s t  t h i r s t  ( fo r  
alcohol) and a p p e t i te .

The sc e n e s  where Jim h a s  to  f ig h t  
Gorbash fo r  c o n tro l  o f th e i r  m u tu a l body a re  
very am using, and th e  whole n o v e l is  w r i t te n  
In a wry to n g u e - in -c h e e k  s ty l e  th a t  is  both 
re f re s h in g  and o r ig in a l .  T h is  i s  a w orthy  
w inner of th e  B r i t is h  F an tasy  Award and I 
look forw ard  to  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  s e r i e s .

YE GODS ! by Tom Holt 
O rb it, 296 pp, £13.99, h /b

Reviewed by C aro l M orton.

Jason  Derry i s  a bona f id e  h e r o  -  h is  f a th e r  
is  J u p i te r  th e  Supreme Being, and  h is  m other 
is  a su b u rb an  housew ife . Ja so n  is  s e n t  o f f  
each  day by h is  f a th e r  on v a r io u s  q u e s ts ,  
k i l l in g  m o n ste rs , c a p tu r in g  u n ic o rn s  e tc .  One 
such q u e s t  ta k e s  him in to  th e  m ou n ta in s above 
Kabul, when he i s  tr a n s p o r te d  to  w hat a p p e a rs  
t o be an o th e r  a re a  o f  the  m o u n ta in s , w here he 
is  guided by an e a g le  to  P rom etheus. Now, 
Prom etheus was s tr ip p e d  o f h i s  d iv in i ty  and 
ban ished  to  E a rth  w here he w as ch ained  to  a 
rock fo r  a l l  e t e r n i ty ,  to  have h i s  l iv e r  r ip p e d  
o u t each  m orning by an e a g le  -  even  e a g le s  can



t i r e  o f  a  d ie t  o f  raw  l iv e r  a f t e r  a few millennia. 
T h is  happened b e cau se  he  s to le  f i r e  from 
Olympus and gave i t  to  Man. Well,- t h a t 's  th e  
cov er s to ry ,  he was in f a c t  ban ished  fo r  
p a ss in g  on humour to  Man, and humour is  th e  
only  weapon th a t  cou ld  overcom e th e  Gods.

Gelos is  th e  God o f  Humour and h as  been 
in h id in g  from th e  Gods o f  Olympus, because 
th ey  want to  re g a in  c o n tro l  o f  E a rth , and th e  
on ly  way to  do th a t  is  to  g e t  r id  o f  humour 
a l to g e th e r ,  by do ing  away w ith  G elos. He u se s  
Prom etheus a s  a g o -b e tw een  to  e n l i s t  J a so n 's  
h e lp  to  In te rc e d e  w ith  J u p i te r .  The v a n ity  o f 
th e  Supreme Being i s  such  th a t  no compromise 
Is  a llo w ab le , so b a t t l e  Is  jo in ed .

T his Is m ost d e f in i te ly  a d i f f e r e n t  ang le  
on th e  Gods o f Olympus. With th e i r  v a n i t ie s ,  
p e t ty  J e a lo u s ie s , f o ib le s  and in f ig h t in g  they  
seem more human than  we do. And Jason is  
Ju s t  a pawn in th e i r  game u n t i l  he e v e n tu a lly  
s ta n d s  up to  them.

T his yam  i s  w r i t te n  in H o lt 's  in im ita b le  
s ty l e ,  w ith  a panache th a t  had me a t  tim es in 
s t i t c h e s  ( th a t  can be em b arra ss in g  on a 
crowded bus). The p lo t  is  good and th e  
c h a ra c te r is a t io n  is  w onderfu l, e s p e c ia l ly  th a t  
o f  th e  w orld -w eary  Ja so n . T his i s  an am using 
and v a s t ly  e n te r ta in in g  re a d . Tom Holt is  
d e f in i te ly  an a u th o r  to  look o u t fo r .

BEAUTY by S heri S Tepper
H arper C o llin s , 362 pp, £14.99 , h /b
a ls o  a v a ila b le  In "C" form a t a t  £6.99

Reviewed by Al Johnston .

I loved th i s  book. I was very  im pressed  by 
Ms T ep per's  l a s t  work, RAISING THE STONES, but 
I r e a l ly  loved th i s  one. A bald  d e s c r ip t io n  
would do th is  fa n ta s y  l i t t l e  ju s t i c e ,  and 
in v e s tig a tio n  d o es n o t, a t  f i r s t ,  o f f e r  much 
hope e i th e r ,  fo r  th e  book is  h ig h ly  d e r iv a tiv e  
in n a tu re . But somehow i t  a l l  w orks, the  
borrow ings a re  o f  th e  very  b e s t .  The fu tu re , 
re m in is c e n t o f T J  B ass ' HIVE, is  b le a k e r and 
c lo s e r  w ith  F id ip u r 's  farm s a s  a  s ic k  joke, 
th e  imagined w orlds show what H ein le in  could 
have done w ith  THE NUMBER OF THE BEAST, and 
th e  f a i ry  s t o r i e s  th a t  form th e  co re  o f th e  
nov e l have shed th e  tw eeness o f  th e  n u rse ry  
w h ile  avo id ing  th e  ra v a g e s  o f th e  r e v i s io n i s t s .  
They r e ta in  th e i r  charm and innocence.

The s to ry  is  a sa g a  o f  innocence lo s t ,  
d e s p a ir  tr iu m p h an t and u lt im a te ly  hope r e ­
k ind led , s t r u c tu r e d  a s  th e  d ia ry  o f  the 
eponymous h e ro in e , who c a r r ie s  th e  b eau ty  o f  
th e  w orld im plan ted  w ith in  h e r  fo r  s a fe ­
keeping. B eauty (she o f  som nolen t fame) 
av o id s  h e r  c u rs e  on ly  to  be 'k idnapped  to  th e  
f u tu re  by a docum entary  crew . U sing g i f t s  
from  h e r f a i ry  m other sh e  t r a v e ls  betw een

tim es and w orlds, p la y in g  a  p iv o ta l r o le  In 
th e  b reak in g  o f th e  C ovenant and th e  d e a th  o f 
Faery. Along th e  way she sows the  se e d s  o f  a 
number o f  f a i ry  t a l e s ,  from  CINDERELLA to  THE 
FROG PRINCE. F in a lly  sh e  r e tu r n s  home to  lay 
th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  g lo b a l  r e b i r th .

T h is  works v ery  w e ll as an ad v e n tu re  
and f u l ly  r e f l e c t s  th e  env iro n m en ta l co n cern s 
o f th e  tim e s  (I would sa y  Zeitgeist b u t  l e t 's  
n o t get too  p r e te n t io u s ) .  On an o th e r le v e l  
BEAUTY i s  a  polem ic against U g lin ess, a n d  its  
a t te n d a n t ,  H orro r. Ms Tepper does n o t appear 
to  lik e  h o r ro r  w r i t e r s :  they  are n o t only 
damned to  H ell h e re , they  a ls o  h e lp ed  to  
c re a te  i t .  The dark  m in ions m ust be d riv e n  
o u t b e fo re  th e  r e v e la t io n  can come th a t  B eauty 
and Soul a r e  one and th e  same. To add in ju ry  
to  In s u lt  Ms T epper show s sh e  can c a s u a lly  
su rp a s s  a  lo t  o f  th e  g e n re  she  d e sp ise s .

I have  gone on a b i t  I know. I could  
say  more. What I can n o t do is  p r a is e  th is  
book too  h ig h ly .

SAM GUNN. UNLIMITED by Ben Bova 
Methuen, 342 pp, £15 .99 , h /b

Reviewed by Tony M orton.

T his is  w r i t te n  a s  a  s o r t  o f b iography o f  one 
Jane A v ril Inconnu (Jad e), h a b ita n t  o f  th e  
moon and impromptu jo u rn a li s t - in v e s tig a to r .  
In trig u e d  by Gunn's s t a tu e  on th e  moon, Jade 
h e a rs  an e x - p a l 's  o u tra g e o u s  t a le  o f one o f 
h is  e x p lo i t s ,  which f u r th e r  m o tiv a te s  h e r  to  
d isc o v e r " th e  t r u th  beh ind  th e  man". Uncovering 
a few new sw orthy t i t - b i t s  p e rsu ad e s  h e r  n e t­
work new s boss to  l e t  h e r  s t a r t  th e  s to r y ,  
and sh e  b eg in s th e  long se a rc h  fo r  Gunn's 
a l l i e s  and enem ies.

The t a le s  in terw oven  th ro u g h o u t the  
novel p ro v e  i t s  in s p ir a t io n :  Gunn the a s t ro n a u t  
bu ild in g  sp a ce  s t a t i o n s ,  i l l i c i t  rendezvous: a s  
space e x p lo re r :  a s  en trep re n eu r, becoming r ic h  
w ith  h is  schem es b u t blow ing i t  a l l  to  
fin an ce  th e  n e x t v e n tu re . His a cq u a in tan ce s  
t e l l  th e  t a le s  w ith  r e l i s h ,  fond m em ories, 
Jea lousy  o r  sc o rn , y e t  a l l  have ended up 
indeb ted  to  Sam and h i s  schem es, w h ile  he 
went on to  som eth ing  new.

W onderfully  paced and to ld , th e  novel 
bounds a lo n g  on i t s  own (or Sam's ?) en erg y . 
I could  a lm o st b e lie v e  th e  guy e x i s t s  and 
could  come back to  r e s t a r t  h i s  m an ip u la tiv e  
games ! Bova p ro v id e s  s e v e ra l  yarn s  o f  Sam's 
e x p lo i ts ,  and a l l  e n t e r t a in  and g ive  in s ig h t  
in to  th e  man beh ind  th e  t i t l e  -  and. p o te n t ia l ly  
in to  w hat space  work m ig h t e n t a i l .  Jade  d is ­
covers h e r s e l f  and h e r  -p a s t , co u n te rb a lan c in g  
th e  e x t r o v e r t  Gunn1 sc e n a r io * , A somewhat p a t  
and goody-goody en d in g , but I  loved e v e ry  b i t .  
Do y o u r s e lf  a fav o u r and re a d  th is .



CYBER WAY by Alan Dean F o s te r  
O rb it, 306 pp, £4.50, p /b

Reviewed by Tony M orton.

An s f - d e te c t iv e  s to r y  from  F o s te r  th a t  
fo llo w s th e  e x p lo its  o f  Moody, a Tampa cop, on 
th e  t r a i l  o f a m y ste rio u s  k i l l e r .  The b a s ic  
p lo t  re v o lv e s  around Red Indian  sa n d  p a in tin g s , 
th e  s to ry  tak in g  s e v e ra l  d ev io u s and  w ell 
th o u g h t o u t tu rn s  lead in g  to  an even  more 
m y ste rio u s  s i tu a t io n .

Moody fo llow s lead s to  end up in  A rizona 
and a s s i s t e d  by Indian cop O o ljee . They chase  
around  se a rc h in g  fo r  bo th  th e  k i l l e r  and fo r  
lo g ic a l  answ ers to  th e  in e x p lic a b le  o ccu ren ces  
th a t  b e leag u er them. They uncover th e  " t ru th "  
w ith in  sand  p a in tin g s, th a t  they  " in te r fa c e "  
w ith  some unknown d a ta b a s e  system  -  but how 
did  th e  Navaho lea rn  th i s  ?

Somewhat un u su a l fo r  a d e te c t iv e  story, 
b u t along s im ila r  and c u r re n t  s f  lines (.GOD 
INC by Chalker, POLAR CITY BLUES by Kerr), 
w hile  approaching i t  from a d i f f e r e n t  angle. 
By mixing an c ien t c u l tu r e  w ith  modern com puter 
n e ts  F o s te r  shows how knowledge can be (mls)- 
used . The novel is  q u i te  conv incing  in I ts  
analogy  and e n te r ta in in g  in I t s  unfolding. 
F o s te r 's  depth  o f r e s e a rc h  p ro v id e s  good 
background, the  c h a ra c te r s  work and in te r a c t  
well, th e re  Is a good b a s ic  plot and 
s to ry l in e .  O verall, l ik e a b le .

AGAINST THE FALL OF NIGHT by A rth u r C C larke 
BEYOND THE FALL OF NIGHT by G regory  B enford 
O rb it, 326 pp, £4.99, p /b

Reviewed by- David A Hardy.

(Editor's note - This is not, as may appear from the heading, 
two separate books, but is two short novels bound into one 

volume although not back-to-back as in the Ace Doubles,)

THE CITY AND THE STARS (1956) was a lw ays a 
fa v o u r i te  C larke n o v e l o f  m ine, and i t  was  of 
c o u rse  developed from “A g a in s t  th e  F a l l  o f 
N ight" (which was w r i t te n  betw een 1936 -and 
1946). I s t i l l  f in d  th e  o r ig in a l  s t o r y  w orth 
re a d in g , a s  i t  has th a t  " s e n se  o f  w onder" fo r  
which C larke was alw ays fam ous, b u t by to d ay 's  
s ta n d a rd s  i t  is  slow -m oving and r a th e r  
ponderous.

What a c o n t r a s t  Greg B e n fo rd 's  se q u e l 
makes ! He is  d e sc rib e d  o n  th e  cov er a s  "His 
(C larke 's) na tu ra l- successor*'-, and c e r ta in ly  

B enfo rd 's sc ien ce  is  im peccable. But th i s  is  
n o t th e  seq u e l C larke w ould hav e  w r i t te n .  I 
can imagine him tak ing ; A Ivin o u t  t o  th e  s t a r s ,  
and d isco v erin g  s t r a n g e  new c i v i l i s a t i o n s .  
Benford s ta y s  on E a r th  a n d  s h i f t s  th e  p o in t-  
o f  view to  a f o r e s t  woman, C ley . She i s  the  
l a s t  o f h e r  sp e c ie s , th e  r e s t  hav ing  been

wiped out by th e  Mad. Mind, which has now 
escaped from th e  Black Sun (now claim ed by 
Clarke as a prediction o f a  Black Hole). She 
is accompanied by an in t e l l i g e n t ,  ta lk in g  
raccoon-like creature c a l le d  Seeker, which is  
more than it seems. A lvin p la y s  a r e la t iv e ly  
minor role.

In th e ir  a t te m p ts  to  evade the  Mad Mind, 
which is  se a rc h in g  o u t C ley , they  t r a v e l  
f u r th e r  and f u r th e r  o u t  in to  th e  s o la r  sy s tem , 
which has changed g r e a t ly  in th e  m illio n s  o f  
y e a rs  s in c e  ou r tim e. F i r s t  to  an o r b i t in g  
biom ass c a lle d  L ev ia th an , th e n  to  the  moon 
(presum ably n o t t h e  moon, which was d e s t ­
royed by Shalm irane a s  i t  f e l l  toward th e  
E arth  In the o r ig in a l  s to r y )  and f in a l ly  o u t 
as far as Jupiter, or th e  Jove system . There 
has been planetary as well as genetic engin­
eering, on a grand scale.

Benford scales great heights of scientific 
Imagination and succeeds in writing an exciting 
sequel. I recommend it highly to a l l  r e a d e r s  
of real science fiction,

THE ARCHITECTURE OF DESIRE by Mary G entle 
Corgi, 252 pp, £3.99, p /b

Reviewed by Hywel P h i l l ip s .

THE ARCHITECTURE OF DESIRE i s  a se q u e l to  
RATS AND GARGOYLES, fo llo w in g  th e  fo r tu n e s  o f  
two of the major c h a r a c te r s  from th e  e a r l i e r  
book. After the m y stic a l g o in g s-o n  o f RATS 
AND GARGOYLES, V a len tin e  ( th e  White Crow) and 
Casaubon (the Lord A rc h i te c t)  have s e t t l e d  
down on Valentine's home estates somewhere in 
rural England to raise a fam ily . Their peace 
is disturbed when a g ro u p  o f gentlemen  
mercenaries arrives at th e i r  g a te s ,  followed 
by a young girl s u f f e r in g  from serious 
exposure. Events lead  Casaubon and V alen tin e  
to Journey to  th e  c a p i ta l .  G e n tle 's  p o r t r a i t  
of London, split by power s t r u g g le s ,  b e s e t  by 
m agical p roblem s, is  a s  e f f o r t l e s s l y  e v o c a tiv e  
a s  h e r  e a r l i e r  s e t t i n g s .

Mary G en tle  is  an o d d ity . She w r i te s  
books th a t  I shou ld  h a t e   s low , s u b t le ,  lo n g - 
winded and w ith  none o f  th e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  th e  
m ental c a n d y -f lo s s  th a t  no rm ally  a p p e a ls  to  
me. However, th i s  Is ou tw eighed  by the  f a c t  
th a t  she is  a damned good w r i te r .  She h as 
managed to  come up w ith  a  re a so n a b le  d e g re e  
o f v a r ia t io n  on th e  e a r l i e r  book by moving 
the a c tio n  g e o g ra p h ic a lly . A more d i r e c t  
se q u e l to  the  e a r l i e r  book would have been a 
d ism al f a i lu r e .  THE ARCHITECTURE OF DESIRE 
a lm ost makes i t .  A lm ost, b u t  n o t q u i te .

I have two main q u ib b le s  w ith th e  book. 
F i r s t ,  th e  sim p le  f a c t  t h a t  i t  I s  a  se q u e l  
d e t r a c t s  from i t s  o r ig in a l i t y  and in v i te s  
com parison w ith th e  la b y r in th in e  co m p lex itie s



o f  RATS AND GARGOYLES. I t  does n o t  do too  
w e ll In th e  com parison: I t  Is too  s im p le , to o  
s t r a ig h t f o rw a r d .  The m ental Jumps w hich w ere 
r e q u ire d  to  f ig u re  o u t  what th e  h e l l  was 
g o in g  on In th e  e a r l i e r  book a r e  a lm o s t 
co m p le te ly  a b se n t. T h is  leads to  my second  
co m p la in t, th e  book Is too s h o r t .  The a c t io n  
Is  h u r r ie d  and th e  n a r ra t iv e  f e e ls  a  b i t  fo rc e d . 
An e x t r a  few p ag es m ight have a llow ed  more 
c h a r a c te r  developm ent and a b i t  m ore s a t i s ­
f a c t io n  fo r  the  r e a d e r .

Having g o t  a l l  th a t  o f f  my c h e s t ,  I cam 
h o n e s tly  say  th a t  I enjoyed th e  book a  lo t .  
I t  i s  much e a s ie r  to  read  than  G e n tle 's  
p re v io u s  w orks, and would be a good p la c e  to  
s t a r t  I f  you have been p u t o f f  by th e  w e ig h t 
o f  some o f  h e r  e a r l i e r  works. I n c id e n ta l ly , 
re a d in g  th i s  b e fo re  RATS AND GARGOYLES w on 't 
d e t r a c t  much from  the f i r s t  book. I f  t h i s  
w ere n o t  a se q u e l I would h e ra ld  i t  a s  hav ing  
a su p e rb  background, good w ritin g  s ty l e ,  f a s t  
pace  and in te r e s t in g  c h a ra c te r s .  I t 's  J u s t  
t h a t  i t  s i t s  in the shadow o f RATS AND 
GARGOYLES, and i t  d o e sn 't  q u ite  liv e  up to  I t .

CAT-A-LYST by Alan Dean F o ste r 
O rb it , 325 pp, £4.4-0, p /b

Reviewed by Tony M orton.

T h is  is  a h ig h ly  u n lik e ly  s to ry  th a t  t r i e s  to  
e x p la in  an odd m ix tu re  o f Item s. F i r s t l y  th e  
"m iss ing" Inca g o ld , secondly th e  " l in e s "  a t  
N asca and th ird ly  some o f Lewis C a r r o l l 's  m ore 
f a n t a s t i c  w r i t in g s  -  read  i t  to  f in d  o u t  
e x a c tly  w hat ! O therw ise th is  I s  an  e a sy  
g o in g  t a l e  o f  a tte m p te d  w orld  dom ination  
(th ro u g h  te le v is io n -b a s e d  h ypnosis), Hollywood 
f ilm  s e t s  and Im p enetrab le  Jungle.

Som ething o f  a romp, F o s te r  p i t s  an 
a c to r ,  Jaso n  C a r te r ,  and h is  cy n ica l s id e k ic k , 
Ashwood, a g a in s t  s e v e ra l  fo e s , each  more 

u n lik e ly  than  th e  la s t .  This i s  a l l  happen ing  
w h i ls t  C a r te r  and Ashwood a r e  e x p lo rin g  fo r  
t r e a s u r e  In d e e p e s t  Peru. We have humour, 
a l i e n s ,  human g re e d  a nd num erous  subplots, 
and a l l  o f  t h i s  to  p u t over th e  b a s ic  (and 
m ore th an  w ell known) p rem ise th a t  c a t s  a r e  
i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and a r e  in f a c t  more th an  "m ere" 
d o m es tic  an im als . The r e v e la t io n  o f  J u s t  w hat 
th e y  a re  and w hat they  do Is up to  you to  
d is c o v e r , b u t to  w het your a p p e t i te  I w i l l  sa y  
one word -  M onitor.

Beyond th a t  I t  i s  a f a i r ly  s t r a i g h t ­
fo rw ard  sf/h u m o u r novel, based fo r  a  change 
In th e  S outh  Am erican ju n g le . T here I s  some 
good d e s c r ip t iv e  n a r ra t iv e ,  some hum ourous 
a l i e n s  and , o f  c o u rse , th e  c a ts .

The c a t  an a lo g y  makes one look a t  ou r 
f e l in e  h o use  b u d d ies and wonder -  J u s t  who is  
b o ss  ?  Hot o u ts ta n d in g , bu t fun .

ALIEN 3 by Alan Dean f o s t e r  
W arner Books, 216 pp, £ 4 5 0 , p /b

Reviewed by Chris. Ridd.

The num ber th re e  In th e  t i t l e  i s  w r i t te n  In 
s u p e r s c r ip t ,  so  th e  t i t l e ,  s h o u ld  read  "A llen 
Cubed". A ctu a lly  th e  book  i s  l e s s  cubes, more 
b a l l s .  An e a r ly  In d ica tio n  o f  q u a l i ty  i s  th e  
p re se n c e  o f  f iv e  names on th e  f ro n t  cover. A 
book by com m ittee ? S u re ly  n o t ! In case  
you w e re n 't  aw are o f  I t ,  th i s  Is the  book o f  
th e  f ilm  which is  bound to  e a rn  m ega-bucks in 
th e  cinem as th is  summer.

The p lo t  i s  p r e t ty  s t r a ig h tfo rw a rd , 
a lth o u g h  d e r iv a tiv e  o f th e  second f i lm. The 
h e ro  from  th e  o th e r  two f ilm s  Is e n - ro u te  to  
E a rth  in th e  sh ip  when th e re  is  an em ergency. 
The sh ip  s t ic k s  Ripley and co in an escap e  
pod, which lands on a con v en ien tly  nearby  
p r iso n  p la n e t .  The p r iso n e rs  s t a r t  g e t t in g  
k il le d  (s to p  me i f  you 've heard  th is  p lo t  
b e fo re )  and, o f co u rse , no -one b e lie v e s  R ipley 
ab o u t th e  a l ie n s . E v en tu a lly  th e  m a ra u d in g  
a l ie n  Is  k il le d , b u t R ip ley 's  Involvem ent is  
f in a l ly  ended because ( to  q u o te  the book's 
co v e r)  "T his tim e I t 's  h id in g  in the  m ost 
t e r r i f y in g  p lace  o f a l l" .

A lthough i t 's  a l l  good c le a n  fun fo r  a l l  
th e  fam ily , and w e l l -w r i t te n  enough w ith in  th e  
obv ious c o n s t ra in ts ,  th e re  Is an obvious problem  
-  why b o th e r  buying th e  book when se e in g  th e  
f ilm  Is a pound o r so  ch eap e r ?

THE GOOD FAIRIES OF NEW YORK by M artin  M illa r  
4 th  E s ta te ,  £5.99, p /b

Reviewed by W illiam McCabe.

A fte r  th e  su c c e ss  o f th e  c u r re n t  wave o f  
comic f a n ta s y / s f  begun by A sprin  and Adams I t  
seem s u n u su a l to  f in d  a book th a t   i s  d e f in i te ly  
comic and fa n ta sy , b u t n o t  o f  th a t  g en re . 
T h is  Is M illa r 's  fo u r th  n o v e l, and th e  c lo s e s t  
to  o u t r ig h t  fa n ta sy  he h a s  re a c h e d  t o  d a te .

“F a iry  vom it is  no d o u b t sw e e t-s m e llin g  
to  hum ans.". H eather and M o ra g .a re  two punk 
f a i r i e s  on th e  ru n  from S co tlan d  h a v in g  taken  
too  much whisky combined w ith  "magic 
m ushroom s". They have J u s t  a r r iv e d  In New 
York w ith o u t any Idea o f  how they  g o t  th e re . 
D lnnie, who was on th e  r e c e iv in g  end o f  th e  
a fo re m e n tio n ed  puke, is  an  aw fu l f id d le  p la y e r  
whose tv  i s  perm anently  tun ed  to  th e  porn 
ch an n e l. Along w ith  th e s e  a r e  a f a i r  c a s t  o f  
f a i r i e s  and humans and h a l f  a dozen more 
p l o t - l i n e s ,  in c lu d in g  C orn ish  f a i r i e s  .s u f f e r in g  
in t h e i r  in d u s t r ia l  r e v o lu t io n  I

Be warned -  th is  -is n o t  som eth ing  to  be 
g iv en  to  young c h ild re n  o r ,  to  u se  a  c lic h e , 
p eo p le  who a re  lik e ly  t o  be o ffen d e d , and 
p ro b ab ly  a few who d o n 't  th in k  they  w il l  be.
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2 1 s t  BIRTHDAY___CELEBRATION

A N D R O M E D A  B O O K S H O P
i n v i t e s  you to a S I G N I N G  SESSION' with

MICHAEL MOORCOCK

the fir s t  of our new s t y l e  s i g n i n g s  at 
A T H E N S  R E S T A U R A N T  w h e r e  you can g et your b o o k s  signed, 

chat to f ri e n d s  over a drink and m a y b e  so m e  food

The f o l l o w i n g  food will be a v a i l a b l e  at £ 1 , 5 0  each

Taramosalata (Fish roe pate)
Fetta Cheese dip (Greek c h e e s e  dip)

Houmous ( C r u s h e d  chick pe a s  & g a r l i c  dip) 
Tzatziki ( Y o g h u r t  & C u c u m b e r  dip)
Tahini ( c r u s h e d  s e s a m e  s e e d s  dip)
Satu r d a y ,  2 2 n d  A u g u s t  19 9 2  ( n o o n )
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